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of the qweche the fadyr deyed litte1, and if ze thynk that he
were better for hir than Scroop, it wold be laboured, and yif2
Scroop a goodly answere that he be not put of[f] tyl ze
be sure of a bettyr; for he seid whan he was with me, but if8
he have som counfortable answer of zow, he wil no more
laboure in this mater, be cause he myght not se my cosyn
zoure sustyr....Wherfore, cosyn, thynk on this mateer, for
sorow oftyn tyme causeth women to beset hem4 otherwyse
than thei schuld do, and if sche where in that case, I wot weel
ze wold be sory. Cosyn, I prey zow brenne this letter, that
zoure men ne non other man se it; for and my cosyn zowre
moder knew that I had sent yow this letter, sche shuld never
love me. No more I wrighte to zow at this tyme, but Holy
Gost have zow in kepyng. Wretyn in hast, on Seynt Peterys
day, be candel lyght
Be youre Cosyn,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            ELIZABETH CLERE.
5       THE CORROSIVE DOWRY
Sir Thomas Elyot to Cromwell (Cromwell Correspondence^ vol. x.
no. 59).
Notwithstanding with his industry in provision for his
householde, without ferme, grasing of catell, or regrating, he
kepith an honest port, and findeth many sones to skoole,
which by his education be very towardly. And moreover he
hath many doughters for to sett furth in mariage, which, as ye
well know, be grete corrosives of a litle substance.
6       THE LAW OF MARRIAGE
The Marriage Law of the Medieval Church was a heterogeneous
compound of Roman and Feudal, Christian and Jewish traditions. For
two very different views as to the responsibility of the Church in this
matter, the reader may refer to the chapter on Family Law in Pollock and
Maitland's History of English Law (2nd ed. 1898) and to Chap. II. of
Mr A. L. Smith's Ckurck and State in the Middle Ages (1913). The
following extract is from Lyndwood's Provinciate^ 1679, p. 271; the first
text is a constitution of Abp Walter Reynold of Canterbury at the Synod
of Oxford in 1322: the second emanates from St Edmund Rich (1236).
The comments (abbreviated) are those of Bp Lyndwood, whose book was
accepted as the standard for Canon Law in England during the century
r before the Reformation.
1 whose father died lately.      * give.     * unless.     4 behave.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